Alternatives to animal testing: achievements and recent developments in the European Pharmacopoeia.
The European Pharmacopoeia has declared its full support for thorough application of the three Rs in the tests that comprise the official standards. Significant progress has been achieved in the last few years in the fields of pyrogen testing, hormones, blood products and, to a lesser extent, vaccines. Many projects are at present under way. Until recently, the approach was more or less passive, awaiting a consensus on new methods before incorporation into the official standard. However, a more active approach has now been adopted, notably by the organisation of validation exercises both to establish alternative methods and to encourage their wide use. All users of the Pharmacopoeia are concerned by this problem and they should be aware that all proposals and initiatives will be followed up within the means at our disposal.